NCYC was a wonderful experi-
ence for me as a Catholic teen-
ager. The people there were all
nice and friendly. A lot of times
random people would come up

to us and give us high fives.

=% There were also a lot of people
wearing free hug signs.

My favorite experience was
getting to trade items with
anybody there. You could trade
shirts, hats, glasses, bracelets,
etc. We were given duck hats
which almost everybody wanted. The hat in highest demanthedlying pig hat. It was a pig and you
pulled on a string and it would flop its wings. Me @mgan spent 2 whole days trying to get one before he
finally did. It was so much fun trading because you coeldstuff from all over the country. | got stuff from
California all the way to Connecticut. Trading was good teapteract with people and sometimes you even
became friends with the person. The speakers there were phenoiftemaknew how to get their point
across, while at the same time they were extremep—=
funny and knew how to get the crowd going. My
favorite speaker was Tony Melendez. He was by
the funniest one there and his speech was gloriou
He was an armless man who played the guitar wit
his feet. It was motivational to see how a man wit
no arms can still do what he wants to do. He told
about his life growing up without any arms. It was
sad story, but he grew up just fine because of his
in God. He is happier than most people with armg
Overall, my experience at NCYC was something t
| will never forget. Everything about it was great a
| would recommend it to anybody.

I thought NCYC was a great experience. I've grown closer tdaitty throughout the time in NCYC.
| learned some things that I've either never knew or fullyeustdod about my faith. | also really enjoyed
talking to the bishops, sisters, brothers about whatdheyl also really enjoyed meeting other Catholics
and trading with them.



These past four days have been Amazing! Being
with 23,000 people is so eye opening. | went tg
hear the speakers and musicians. Tony Melendlez
was born without any arms and plays the guitar
It was just amazing to hear his story and perspec-
tive on life. My favorite part was hearing all the
miracles that God has done to all these amazing
people. The funniest part of the trip for me was
going to the convention center and crossing the
street with 23,000 people at once. The people
at NCYC were so energetic and fun, shouting
chants about God and Jesus on the streets.

The whole feeling of NCYC was amazing,
seeing all the people in the stadium cheering,
singing, dancing and praying together was the
best of all. Being brought together by our faith
was very moving, this whole trip made me
realize how important my relationship with
God really is.

NCYC was an experience that you're not able to

explain to people. You really can’t explain what

went on there. There was just an amazing feeling throughestadium and | just couldn’t believe that all
23,000 people there believed all the same believes as me. Thet afmpeople there was just amazing. I've
never been somewhere where all these people, altogether, were wgrshopi. Some really cool things |

experienced on the retreat was while walking in a
crowd and random cheers would break out.
Someone would yell N-C and everybody else
would yell Y-C, and it was the coolest thing ever.
The speakers we listened to were so good. They
were so funny and their talks were really relevant.
The best speech, no doubt, was Mark Heart. He
changed my life so much and made an amazing
impact on me. He was also very funny and would
talk with crazy different voices. | had a lot of fun
meeting teens from around America. It was also
very cool trading little trinkets and hats with
everyone. The most powerful thing at the retreat
was the closing mass. There was just so many
priest and bishops there. The mass was very
powerful, all 23,000 people worshiping God all

together. To sum things up, NCYC really changed my lifeputiéd me closer to God. I've grown deeper
into my faith and have come closer to God all thanks to NCYC.



NCYC was an opportunity to grow in my relationship
with Christ and many other Catholic teenagers from
across the country. We sang and laughed and had crazy
hats (Karissa even got a flying pig one!) Mark Hart
spoke about the importance of connecting with Christ
and was hilarious he said, “Christ is the only thing that
truly satisfies... sorry snickers!” | loved meeting Jason
and Crystalina Evert, the founders of Theology of the
Body for teens. 1 also thought it was so cool at the
general session when everyone in the stadium texted
someone they knew that was struggling saying, “I'm
praying for you along with 23,000 other people. Seeihthatse Catholic, God loving teenagers flood the
streets of Indianapolis is truly an experience | cannot explainsh all of you could have the opportunity
to go. Thank you, Assumption Parish, for this awesomer@nce. The last thing I'd like to add is a quote
from Saint Francis of Assisi, “Preach the gospel. If necgssae words.” God bless!

My experience at NCYC was unlike any other retreat or camp l'eel@en to. | know it's difficult to
imagine 25,000 young Catholics gathering together, aniipessible to understand how incredible that
really is until you're right in the middle of it. Goirig Mass with that number of young people, hundreds
of priests, and eight bishops is something | will nevegét. NCYC gave me the chance to meet other
Catholics from across the country, and deepen my relationsitipsome who live right next door. The
keynote and work-
shop speakers (my
favorite of who
were Mark Hart
and Cooper Ray)
lit that whole

place on fire, and
gave us plenty of
“kindling” to keep
it going at home.
The Thematic
Park was full of
booths of youth-
ministry-oriented
groups, organiza-
tions, charities,
musicians, retail-
ers, and so much
more. | found
several amazing
resources that |
didn’t even know
existed, and that are absolutely going to change my dayyttifelal want to say a hugghank you to every-
one who made this trip possible, those in our parishea@wods the nation. You have truly changed lives,
including mine.




NCYC was amazing. It was a great opportunity to

meet new people and grow in my faith while having
fun. The atmosphere at NCYC is one that can’t be
found anywhere else. It's a place where everyone
meet loves and is excited to talk to you and share th
faith. This opportunity was unique because I think t
sometimes we forget that we are part of a church cg
munity that is larger than just our parish. While sittir
in the stadium with 23,000 other people who don't jy
share your faith but also have so much in common

with you is a great reminder. All of the speakers an
musicians that | had a chance to listen and talk to w
not only inspiring but also very relatable. NCYC wa
so much fun; it's hard to even put it in to words. We
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laughed, we sang we worshipped and most importa

ntly

we grew in our relationships with the Lord. | would

like to thank the parish for this wonderful opportunity

that | wish everyone could experience. Thank you,
God Bless




